

George Mason University MSW Program
4–year part-time on campus  course planning sheet

Name:					     	G#:

E-Mail: 						Program Start Semester/Year:
	X
	Fall 
	Spring 
	X

	
	Year #1: Generalist  Curriculum  
	

	
	SOCW 600: Foundations of Social Work & Social Welfare 
	SOCW 644: Community Practice Across the Life Course 
	

	
	SOCW 623: Human Behavior & Social Systems 
	SOCW 659: Organizing & Advocating for Change 
	

	
	SOCW 656: Poverty, Oppression, & Inequity 
	SOCW 671: Research Methods for Social Workers 
	

	
	Year #2: Generalist Curriculum 
	

	
	SOCW 660: Foundations of Direct Practice 
	SOCW 674: Psychopathology 
	

	
	SOCW 672: Generalist Social Work Practicum & Seminar I 
	SOCW 673: Generalist Social Work Practicum Education & Seminar II 
	


Note: Generalist year courses must be successfully completed before a student is eligible to take specialization year courses.  Students who need 9 credits (e.g., for loans) can request permission for an exemption.  Contact your Faculty Advisor.

	
	Fall 
	Spring 
	

	
	Year #3: Specialized Practice 
	

	
	SOCW 688: Program Evaluation for Social Workers (could be taken in Year #3 or #4) 
	Specialized Practice Elective 
	

	
	Specialized Practice Elective*** 
	GCH 500: Foundations of Public Health**
or
Specialized Practice Elective 
	

	
	Specialized Practice Elective 
	 
	



	
	Fall 
	Spring 
	

	
	Year #4: Specialized Practice (Children, Youth & Families) – Required Core Courses
	

	
	SOCW 683: Clinical Practice with Children, Youth, and Families 
	SOCW 630: Clinical Social Work in Forensic Settings 
	

	
	SOCW 688: Program Evaluation for Social Workers (could be taken in Year #3 or #4) 
	 GCH 500: Foundations of Public Health**
or
Specialized Practice Elective
	

	
	SOCW 696: Specialization Practicum Education & Seminar I
	SOCW 698: Specialization Social Work Practicum & Seminar II 
	

	Year #4: Specialized Practice (Adults & Healthy Aging) – Required Core Courses 
	

	
	SOCW 640: Clinical Practice with Adults 
	SOCW 689: Clinical Practice with Older Adults 
	

	
	SOCW 688: Program Evaluation for Social Workers (could be taken in Year #3 or #4) 
	GCH 500: Foundations of Public Health**
or
Specialized Practice Elective
	

	
	SOCW 696: Specialization Practicum Education & Seminar I 
	SOCW 698: Specialization Social Work Practicum & Seminar II 
	


**GCH 500:  MSW 4-year students may take GCH 500 the Summer, Fall, or Spring.  The course is listed in Patriot Web as either virtual/online (Section = DL) or in-person/on campus.   
***Electives: Students must select over the two semesters of specialization year a total of 12 credit hours (4 courses) in Specialized Practice Elective Courses, one of which must be a Macro course. 

	Macro Electives  (choose at least 1 or up to 4) 
	

	SOCW 635: Introduction to Gerontology
	

	SOCW 653: Immigration Policy 
	

	SOCW 654: Social Policy for Children and Youth 
	

	SOCW 655: Aging Programs and Policies 
	

	SOCW 663: Global Human Rights Policy 
	

	SOCW 676: Selected Topics in Social Work and Social Change (e.g., Disability Policy, Death & Dying, Grant Writing, etc.) 
	

	SOCW 685: Organizational Leadership for Social Workers 
	

	Clinical Electives  (choose 0-3 courses) 
	

	SOCW 661:  Social Work Practice in Schools  
	

	SOCW 664: Creative Arts in Social Work Practice 
	

	SOCW 667:  Advanced Group Theory and Practice 
	

	SOCW 668:  Interpersonal Violence 
	

	SOCW 675:  Selected Topics in Clinical Practice 
	

	SOCW 677: Family Therapy 
	

	SOCW 678: Trauma and Recovery 	
	

	SOCW 679: Promoting Health and Well-being with Military- and Veteran-Connected Individuals and Families
	

	SOCW 682: Substance Use Interventions 
	

	SOCW 686: Advanced Trauma and Recovery 
	

	SOCW 710: Behavioral Health Interventions Across Systems 
	


 
Students in their Specialization Year:  

Students  can request to take a course in the ‘other’ program option (online program).  Please refer to the policy in the MSW Handbook for guidance.  Space is not guaranteed, and it is recommended that students enroll in selected electives to ensure they have a ‘seat’ on campus.    Check Patriot Web for course scheduling.  




